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RESUMO O artigo comeca com uma descricio do mundo romano ap6s a Tetrarquia, com a
luta pelo poder entre Constantino e, mais tarde, Licinio. Analisamos as questoes politicas
relativas a0 mundo romano durante o periodo. Enfatiza-se, nesta discussdo, a importancia
do uso de uma variedade de fontes: iconograficas, arqueoldgicas e textuais. Usando como
fonte iconografica a colegao numismatica do acervo do Museu Historico Nacional (R]),

utilizamos a imagem como uma fonte de propaganda, legitimando o poder imperial.
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ABSTRACT 'The paper aims at studying the Rome History just before Constantine ruled the
Empire, considering that Constantine is considered as a direct heir of his four predecessors.
Scholars are mostly interested in social and economic aspects, relegating to a secondary
role the raw material and even the ideological concerns, so important ideologically. The
numismatic collection stored at the National Historical Museum at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,

serves to show how images were used as propaganda for imperial rule.
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